
Bell TeacherAcademy-
Cambridge
PronunciationandStorytelling: from Phonemesto Fluency

Wƛǘƪŀ ±ƻǌƝǑƪƻǾł

July 3 - 16, 2022



Understandingthe
layoutof the chart

άLǘ isnot theoretical, it isphysical. 
Imaginethat youare lookingat a 
crosssectionof themouth. Try to 
rediscoverthemainmusclesthat
make thepronunciation
difference. Getaroundthemouth
and consciouslyfindnewposition
of articulation. These musclesare: 
tongue, lips, jaw and voiceΦά 

AdrianUnderhill



Puttingthe chart in 
circulation

EXAMPLE METHODS:

Å Mime,gesturethe sounds

Å Guidedtour throughthe sounds

Å ȰIdiotȰsound

Å MouthingVwhisperingV saying

Å Innerworkbench

Å Visualdictation

Å Studentsat the chart

Å Finger correction

Å Soundpool (photo)



To drill or not to drill?

EXAMPLE TOPICS INTRODUCED BY USING INNOVATIVE TECHNIQUES 

Å Countingstresses, syllables, sounds
Å Students, fingers, chairs

Å Connectedspeechςunstressςlinking
Å Set up the rythm

Å άPutit downά

Å άPutit overhereά

Å Simplification
Å Reduction

Å Assimilation

Å Elision

Å 3 attributesof stress 
Å Volume

Å Pitch

Å Length

Å Shiftingthe stress
Å ȰbananaȰ

Å Integratingpronunciationwith classwork
Å To grammar, poems, stories



Thefestival of poems

ÅA poem presentedeachlessonby our
tutor Adrian Underhill

ÅThefirst FridaywasscheduledTHE 
FESTIVAL OF POEMS

ÅA stagedirectorwasnamed

ÅEachcourseparticipant prepareda 
poemsof his choiceusingthe
pronunciationstrategiestaughtand 
presentit on Friday



Fridayafternoontrip to 
Granchester

ÅOrganizedby school

ÅAll teachersfrom different courses
participated



WeekII

Storytelling

ÅTheimportanceof crossingthe treshold
betweenthe worlds

ÅHowǘƻΧΚ

ÅReadthe story

ÅCan you see the scenes?

ÅLearn the story but not the words

ÅBare bones

ÅThestory is given



Storytelling

ÅNarratethe story
Åadd it humor

Åcreate a dialogue between the 
characters

Åadd suspense

Åcontrol the pace, pauses, volume

Åuse rich descriptions 

Åconnect with the audience

Åbe attractive - make sounds, mime

Åprovide them with insight



Storytelling

OTHERMETHODS HOW TO PRACTICE:

ÅRetellyour wayhome

ÅRetellthe story from different perspective

ÅDrawevents

ÅCreatea mind map of the story



Ourstudy groups



TheCambridge 
Shakespeare Festival

ÅTheTwelfthNight  



Guidedtour through
Cambridge



Traditional
Cambridge Punting

ÅPuntingwasintroducedin 
Cambridge at the beginning
of the 20th centuryandsince
then it becamereallypopular
alsobecauseof their guides
who are usuallystudentsof
Cambridge and rejoy telling
youcuriousstorieswhenyou
are discoveringtrue heartof
Cambridge with all its most 
important universitiesalong
the river Cam.



SandrighamHouse
ÅIt isoneof the royalresidences

ÅIt is the place whereElizabeth II celebratedChristmas



Ely Cathedral

ÅAnglicancathedral

ÅIts originsin AD 672


